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tive policy of government offices, which a writer calls    the silent
revolution of Taisho'
Of the items of this silent revolution, the most remarkable were
the establishment of social administration and the drastic reform of
female education, particularly of its physical educational policy
To be frank, there had been no social administration in the strict
sense of the words in Japan until then The authorities had treated
social politics, socialism and communism alike as dangerous ideas
Even after the outbreak of the Great War, they did not cease to regard
a general election as a dangerous idea It was as late as between
the year 1916 and 1918 that there was initiated what seemed like social
admistration in Japan
To the object lesson of the Great War, even the die hards could not
help yielding And they realized that, in case of future national
emergency, when there arose the necessity to mobilize the whole
nation, women should share with men in discharging whatever im
portant duties might fall upon them according to the mobilization
plan Of course there existed the slogan of the unanimity of the
whole Empire, * and not seldom women, too, had taken part in ex
ceptional duties in times of war, such as serving in garrison hospitaL
as nurses, assisting in sending out munitions or adding the families
of soldiers at the front, but those had been services so graceful and
gentle that they strictly remained within the limits of the specific
character and capacity of the gentler sex It was a role quite beyond
this old pale of womanly ' characteristics that came to be requested
of female subjects by the new national mobilization plan drawn up
in accordance with the object lesson of the Great War
Thus the fundamental policy of female education in Japan was
tacitly altered, facts having completely beaten ideal arguments of
right or wrong It must not be overlooked, of course, that the cir
cumstances, in which increasing numbers of young women who had
been locked out of matrimony were crowding to the labour front
year after year, went some length m bringing forth change And